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tompleat cure of a Lamenefs of feven years ftand ing,\\afterv elec- ! 1
trifying thirteen days. The tenth, is the cure of a2 Lamenef:
after the Small-pox. The eleventh, an amendment only of 2
lame arm after diflocation., The twelfth, and laft Cafe; is that.
of a lad eleven years old, who, from the age of two, had a
Lamenefs in his right arm and hand, fo that he could not eafily /
bring his fingers together, or make ufe of his hand. Having
been only three times elecrified, he can readily take up ' pin
from the ground, and has ever fince continued to mend and grow
ftronger.—T o conclude, we are to confider this account as given
within the fpace of a very few months, or weeks, after thefe
J/ Patients had been firft eleérified.

An Effay on the Difafes of the Head and Neck. To which is add-
edy a Differtation on the Gout and Rbeumatifm. By J.N.
Stevens, M. D. and Fellow of the Royal Academy of Sci-

' ences. 4to. 3s. Sold by Hitch and Hawes.

r I-" HIS Phyfician and Fellow of the Royal Academy of Sci-
ences tells us, in avery crude puerile Preface, ¢ That as
¢ he has the fatisfaction of not being guilty of any wilful error,
[in this performance, we fuppofe] ¢ he may reafonably conclude,
¢ he fhall not be cenfured by the generous part of mankind,
¢ and men of learning” Now, if an inclination not to err,
(which may be fuppofed a very general inclination) were to be a
{ufficient apology for errors, this muft preclude all men of learn-
ing from cenfuring the moft trifling pretenfions to fcience, and
leave ignorant and erroneous Writers to be difcovered only by
Readers of their own capacity and attainments : from whence
our Author may obferve, what a reafonable conclufion he has
made. ‘The end of his Preface is much in the fame fpirit ; as he
there ¢ defires thofe who criticize on, and ridicule other men’s
* works, although ever fo well writ, to fulpend their indignation,
till they fhall vouchfafe to oblige the world with a more perfect
¢ work on the fame fubject.’

This condition would perfuade or oblige us to write a better
book on the Difeafes of the Head and Neck, and a better Differ-
tation on the Gout and Rheumatifm, than Dr. Stevens has done,
before we find the leaft fault with his Effay. At the fame time
it is quite clear to us, that this Géntleman neither defires us to
excel him on thefe fubjeés, nor would admit us to have done ity
tho’ we thould. But as we cannot confider this extraordinary
Poftulatum as really inferring any effeQual difqualification in us
to judge of his prelent work, any more than our not haviny
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been 28185 with every difeale it treats of would have beert,
swe Thall take the liberty o confider it compendioufly, which is

ot the fevereft manner of confidering it. :

( .

U diféales of the head and neck, which he makes but five, to each

We cannot juftly complain of our Authot’s multiplying the

‘of which he has affigned a chapter, viz. the Apoplexy, Pally,
Epilepfy, Madnef, and Quincy; the laft of which had been
hitherto fuppofed an affection of the throat or fauces : however, -
as thefe parts may be faid to be involved in the head or neck, we
{hall not wrangle with him for atrifle; tho’ we have experienced
2 little Head-ach, and a fpice of the Lethargy now and them,
from perufing this treatife of the Difeafes of the Head, which
has not treated either of the Head-ach or Lethargy. His De-
{eriptions of Difeafes feem generally fuch as he has read, with
very little addition to, or improvement of them: and where-
ever his treatment of diftempers differs from that which is ge-
nerally purfued, the diverfity appears fo feldom for the better, that
it will excufe us from citing any of his praftice, except where
it thould not be imitated but with great caution. ~ His Chapters
on the Palfy, Epilepfy, and Madnefs, conclude with an extra-
ordinary inftance of each, attefting our Author’s fuccefs ; and
{in the two firft cales, after they had baffled the endeavours of
cother Phyficians : but as our Author had acquainted us in his
Preface, ¢ That the good of mankind in general has been his
¢ only view in this publication,” perhaps he might have fup-
refled thefe failures of his brethren here, with fome confiftence
and modefty. His management of perfons in a Hemiplegiq,
during the ufe of the Bath Waters, which he recommends for
it; by purging them the day after each bathing, which he or-
dors irom twice to four times a week, for {everal weeks, [{up-
pole feven or eight] feems to require more youth and vigour in
the patient, than generally £alls to the fhare of Paralytics; tho’
the purge is to confift only of {ix drachms of Manna, and afcru-
ple of Rhubarb, with as much Salt Diureticuss s he often terms
it, by a mongrel appellation, half Englith and half Latin. Thus
Pepper-Mint is always improved by Dr. Stevens into Piper-Mint 5
he might have exhibited ftill more of his Larning, by writing it
" Piper- Mentb. fIEY §

In his treatife of the putrid Quincy, he gives a defcription of
it, as he fays it is not frequently met with in phyfical Authors :
‘this he affumes then, as from his own knowlege and obferva-
tion, tho’ the greatelt part of it is tranfcribed from Dr. Hux-
ham, and other Writers on the difeafe, of whom he does not

“‘mention one here. It would be obvious, however, to 2 Reader
of ‘common difcernment, that it was not his own, from the dif-

ference of the ftile, and greater correétnefs of the language.H'
L is

i Difeafes of the Head and Neck,

His Diflertation on the Gout
ten p?ges on the Sciatica and Iih
feription of it, contradled an;i ftole
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to whx‘ch he bas added nine oy
eurantxfm, fets out with 2 des
from Svder olen (as it is not acknow
ingenuzms ;l;zt’éhbx _b}’(no n}:eans improved.  Hofman ‘f\‘;jﬁ’gfd)
R, infert that celeb i P : P,
at lengt : atcelebrated Phyfician’s hifl -
e by in his treatife on this difeafe, as d={y o hiflory of it
giving abetter.  We think, however. thic [ o perhaps, of
Stevens’s on the Gout (lx[r: I :.m“e"er’ this Differtation of Dr.
P cluding mz it {
grol\]/e, who is more than once m%“':]i;”ydth.”gs from Dr. Muf-
ned 1 itY 4
gether, the moft pardonable part of the boor;{ .I[) S8 - iaito-

1t abounds wi i notwit :
with unneceflary repetitions, and the di&iogﬁ':ndfé”g
1Is oiten

fo very fault
aulty, as to make Dr. S
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fiderably affe : 0 be permeable b W
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de:ced by expceci{’ﬂpleat gt, feems agrecable to reav"ci)):rdtf]d b)’,a
: tence, But his medijcin ‘on, and evi-
interval icines and ev: i
fucureapsa:r;Zydffrlxiy ‘tf?]e i b achy and leffen the foiiﬂgﬁsé? :ﬁz
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caution, where he enjoins little grlieorgg and applied with much

Dr. Stevens tells
< o ) us, page 113, ¢The ¢ Foatie :
6 ;:nS:;;(; mfore difficult, _becaufe it is moﬁu:)r:inghrﬁ SC;‘atha %
3 exq ol Qh chronical difeafes; as by great colds taky the con-
b 'colpd airg- tbOfe parts [the hips, we fuppofe] too muﬁnh, or by
ok y afall, or fudden blow ; by a luxation ir(n todthc
&c.: b W}}:j, }c]){ any thing which weakens the fibres of themo e
2Ccidentys Chfconlizzﬁpgiefzr? thathth;Do&or calls thofe habilzsratrswzl
10 ] ales, which are fometimes, i

g;:;:;i".l%d?r ,pr;dlrpoﬁr_’g caufes of, and to, ceretainrzccsl;rg"lése]d, e
Confequ‘enc‘: ;felgil;x:}:lrc:)n 'ml]]{s _be rather acknowleced "aA f?e(;:;):;;
s ni [ ity !
cimes attended with very accuate elggérkes’ afall ; which is at other

A Rheumati i

¢ ginning vni];tlliftm’o;hehD‘?&."r informs us, page 116, ¢ isa be-
il o Yy a);moﬁt e _]ullces,. where the f{ize and vifcoﬁty is
b S equally difpofed over the whole mafs, and
L RRR A Jegti g> and not fixed to particular parts.’ i We

g vifco{'~m'non to fpeak for itfelf.  Our Author adds
o conaTRs ity is chiefly caufed by an alcalious falt which
uﬁr;g ope;a{iosen }.‘_Io.nﬁdered as endued with an attcm’xatin";r
e lon . whl's cure chiefly confifts in' evacuations 2n)d
by, S ; 1c'h, pexhaps, it will be neceflary to direé
Toh L _(r:e erve and de?lbm:ation 5 notwithftanding S‘{r
dE & gt fymg up 'acxds in the Gout, which‘exbe-'-
undandly difcredited. We fhould not omit p‘i":it
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our Author deals pretty liberally in Receipts; and his dofes; on
whatever indication, ar¢ not likely to prove ineffectual for want
of quantity. )

Having given this fummary abftra& of this Gentleman’s me-
dical notions and talents, we muft beg leave to exhibit him a
little further, as a Writer of not a few particularities, for rea-
fons that will appear below. Tho’ he feems, in the main, pof-
fefled of an innate and well-founded dread of criticifm, he de-
clares, however, in his Preface, ¢ He fhall efteem any perfon
¢ a5 his friend, who fhall convince him of his errors, and pub-
¢ licly acknowlege it; as he is well affured, that it is more ho-
¢ nourable to fubmit to conviétion, when drawn from the ge-
¢ nuine laws of Nature, than to perfift upon a bafelefs founda-
¢ tion, in oppofition thereto.” Now, as his conviction will de-
pend at lcaft as much upon himfelf as upon us, we can only fhew
our inclination to merit his acknowlegements, by prefenting 2 -
fample of fuch efcapesas may deferve his future attention.

We haveendeavoured then, in thefirft place, tocatch {fomeidea,
if poflible, from that fublime, or.fuperlative, negative, his bafelefs
Foundation. Wecanimaginea caftle in the air, or evenin vacuo,
foundation and all, however it might get there ; and highly relifh
Shakefpear’s ¢¢ bafelef; fabric of a vifion ;” buta bafelefs Founda-
tion, a bafelefs Bafis, correfponding only to an unfabricated or un-
fabricable Fabric, ina voidlefs vacuity, has as much of the impe-
netrable Bathos in it, as an immaterial Non-exiftence, and beats
the Hibernian’s great Nothing, [2a Sillabub,] quite hollow. We
hope the word Rapture, which occurs juft thrice in the chapter
of an Apoplexy, was defigned for Rupture, tho’ entirely unno-
ticed in the Errata.  Our Author conftantly infifts on wvicid, Vi-
cidity, and vicera, for vifeid, wifcidity, and wifcera; the firft of
thefe words occurring in moft pages of his book. Spina dorfa
for dorsi, page 7, 1 omitted in the Errata, as well as, blifters s
for are, ibid. We are told, page 26, ¢ The Epilepfy often

¢ jumps over a whole generation, and fixes on the grandchildren;
—but wherever it fixes it fets them a falling.  The Mad are
faid, page 36, ©to havean inereditable weaknefs”  This feems
alleviated however from their (mall folicitude about credit. A
Patient is ordered, page 64, fome ftomatic wine, for ftomachic
wine, ‘the former fpelling being conftantly preferred. Now as
this. learned Author, who may be amodern Grecian, muft be
{enfible the Orthography_he felects, fignifies wine for the
mouth, or mouth-wine, which feems a very fuperfluous addi-
_ tion, we fuppole he preferred fpelling it according to the vulgar
found, ratber than the Etymology.—¢ If the fbres are very
firong, and doesnot give way, page 69. ° Thofe due exercifes
« which is requifite,” page 71, Weare told, page 73, of ¢ 2
¢ praternatural
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k A
preeternatural retention of the guts;” whi i
: guts;” which feems intende
tl}ere‘ t?af(iieqote a coftive habit of body’: tho’ fome n:ighte?n(i:
%lnebllt i ]; in conFraf’c to thofe Bablers, who are affirmed not to
3 e; eﬁt(& cep their guts in, ¢ More finer,” page’74. ¢ When
the firlt paflages are faulty, from too great reftriction, they

¢ are naturally amended by the urinary paflages ;” ibid.—¢ Hence’

i 3 i
] acz(r)znfgitt:tei va;lous_ dxfeafes,"’ibid. ¢ Perfons of a more weak
e for[f,‘);a[i“b it pafs offy’ 77, 78. Accerbation [no fuch
SEER. Vr ations is repeatedly infifted on. ¢ Hence arifes
¢ Hea » Vertigoes,” &c. page 84. ¢ The aliments with
; wdhlch the rich s nourifhed,’ page 88. Tt may be faid i‘x;_
Aestl; thhat rich is fingular as well as plural, but it is eviden,t our
b tcr>:: teri u};ended many, not one, We are advifed, p. g3,
ki Raobtbeers uvt‘,};:)l:f)u(;ft}l:anacea; fofr the gout, as Wretches
TS, he rezch of our Laws.” This d
not teach us how to treat fuch Qutlaws ; butt} v
haps, is never to treat them, nor treii: :'lt“e L o M
i;iklng any kind of opiates, for give awr,“(x)t:]/eta}:en;ﬁ‘ A 0{
omentation is directed to be ufed as before predz?ﬁgg. 99
b 2

. which, perhaps, rather ftands here for prefiribed than prophefied :

?o:vevg, Word§, like Things, are daily fluctuating. ¢If the Pa-

]at;rzte;:gn?;:g_mtyhe.ars,’dpagde 102 ;—perhaps there may be fome
: ance 1n this redundance, tho’ it is rather above o

i;‘i}n ‘V]\jeel:n;aybut f;uppofe him thus young, what follows ?uiwrhey
4 ay eat potatoes, young feeds and plant .

‘]mL:Ch drefled ga.rden Fhings,’ 1bid.—As thefe ygulncs;eezzdailc}

gr‘lx&:sdare not parglcv}x‘lanfed here, nor whether they are to be much

ed or raw ; 1t feems pofiible, at leaft, they m ‘

| s ay b '

Klp;, and canary feed, with a little chickweedy:;1dygrzti]:<§?5,

nd as our Author here is ordering a dictetic regimen for

{i;gsg; %ougr. perfons, thefe may be direCled to make them as

nd ative as'we generally fee the birds wh i i

this manner. Thus one of M jere? A o

s s on oliere’s dramatic Doé -

feribed bread and wine for the cure of a dumb Lugy Ugicslrj'e

they were frequently given to par
_ rots, and th ‘ots :
The Lady recovered her fpeech? Pro’bat’;m g/;.: ek

thPx{jf tﬁ) be ferious; we have been very careful that none of

1sd'n'1a fpf:amen,. from a multitude of the like folecifms and
l:rukltlesl, gle mentioned among the Errata at the end of the
ezo JE n ged, the great number of them, and the miferable
of[;r:rgont; roughout the work, have made the mother-tongue
o6 t(;xu&or,anéi anylanguages he may have meddled with,eqbual

) s: and we are at a lofs to difcover in what I
: ) at language h

:in{ﬁ?sge}i?;l}dlfwlt?‘ tl‘;at Royal Academy of Sciences, of v?hicfl
] imfelf a Fellow. As the Doétor, how

: : towever, has cer-
tainly read fome medical Authors, and has, {cme acquaixluan:e

3 witiy
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with Medicines, of which he does not deal in the leaft fignificant, .

we would recommend jt to him, to prefcribe rather than to pub-
lith ; as it is not likely his work will increafé the number of his
Patients in the Jearned world. It is one of thofe figns which
will not invite fuch: and we fhall conclude this account of .it,
with his own definition of a compleat Phyfician, that his abili-
ties may be eftimated by his own rule,

¢ The ftudy and praclice of thefcience of Phyfic, s, with-
out difpute, one of the moft extenfive ftudies in the circle of
human knowlege ; and any perfon who would fhine therein,

ed with the different kinds of {chool Literature, ‘and a peculiar
aptitude to ftudy the art through allits branches; muft be a di-
ligent and faithful obferver of Nature, and muft well obferve
the different effeéts of Medicines adminiftered under fuch
' or {"uch peculiar circumftances.”  Preface, page 6, 7.

Eheu'!
Quam temere in nofmet legem fancimus !——

FEEEETSE S R W S

.

Ol fervations on that Diforder of the Corner of the Eye commanly
called Fiftula Lachrymalis. By Percivall Pott, Surgeon to
St. Bartholemiew’s Hofpital. 8vo. 1s. 6d, Hitch and Hawes,

FENHIS ufeful and well-written performance, on a topical

E diforder that occurs pretty frequently, is introduced by a
fenlible Preface, fpecifying the Author’s motives for its publica-
tion. 'The work itfelf is divided into five fections, which, hav=
ing no titles, we fhall fummarily mention their drift and purpofe.
The firlt, a very fhort one, is chiefly employed in’ confidering
the different Knowlege of the Antients and Moderns, with re-
gard to the anatomy of the parts affeCted in this diforder. The
fecond contains a clear and fucciné account of the fituation,
ftructure, “and ufe of the parts concerned in the Lachrymal
Fluid, and its conveyance from the eye into the nofe: and as a
precife knowlege of thefe particulars muft be neceflary to every
Surgeon who undertakes this delicate operation, the Author juft-
ly confiders that circumfiance as a fufficient apology for the in-
fertion of this part of Anatomy, to thofe to whom it may net
be neceffary.  The third fe@ion confiders the different appear-
ances of this diforder, in different fubjeés, and under: different

‘circamftances, with the principal caufes of thefe diverfities,

which he afcribes, 1. To the degree of obftru&@ion in the Na-

the

like a Poet, fhould be endowed with a natural genius, fortifi-
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