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D E N T A ll U B R A R Y '” *’
WWfeRstrr ccT pitTseiwio# ’ September 7 th , 1942.

P ro f . Dr. A. C-ysi 
T o d i s t r a s s e  18 
Zurich 2 
(S iw itze rlan d ) R ichard B. Terrana

S en io r S tudent in  D ental School, U n iv e rs ity  o f P ittsb u rg h ,P a .U .S .A .
2941 O’Hara S t r e e t .

Hereivith. I  send you th e  d e s ired
I . Some b io g ra p h ic a l n o te s , I  was bom  31 August 1865 in  A arau{Sw itzerland)
§ sm all town o f 6000 in h a b i ta n ts .  My f a th e r  was one of th e  two f i r s t  makers
of m athem atical (g eo m etrica l) m.easuring in s tru m en ts  ( c i r c le s )  which he exported  
th ro u ^ o u t  Europe. Also my g ra n d fa th e r w< s a m echanician o f c i r c l e s ,  and my 
grand g ra n d fa th e r was a lo ck sm ith ). As boy i t  was my pastim e to  observe th e  
many workmen in  the  d i f f e r e n t  departm ents of th e  f a c to ry .  I  soon l e a r n t  to  work 
the m e ta ls  on th e  l a th e ,  d r i l l i n g  h o le s , making screv/s, fo rg in g  and harden ing  
s te e l ,  so ld e rin g  e tc .  e tc .  T his enabled me l a t e r  as  d e n t i s t  to  make my f i r s t  
a r t i c u la to r s  m y se lf. I  v i s i t e d  th e  regrxlar schools o f A arau, which was th e  
c a p i ta l  o f th e  s t a t e  A argau. So I  had a good o p p o rtim ity  to  v i s i t  th e  h igh 
schoo l. A f te r  t h i s  I  went f o r  two y ears  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Geneve, m edical 
departm ent, ?here  I  l e a r n t  du ring  my m edical s tu d ie s  a lso  th e  French langviige.
In  th e  y e a r  1885 I  went to  th e  P ennsy lvan ia  C ollege o f D e n tis t ry , where I  
s tu d ied  two y e a rs . My th e s i s  had as t i t l e :  ’’D ental c a r ie s  under th e  m icro ­
scope” . This vras considered  as good and worthy to  be pub lished  in  th e  "D ental 
Cosmos" (A p ril 1887), as th e  f i r s t  th e s i s  o f a s tu d en t pub lish ed  in  t h i s  world-known 
jourtiaJL. From 1888 to  1891 I  was a s s i s t a n t  w ith  th re e  well-known D e n tis ts  o f 
S w itzerland  (Correvon, F e l la u e r ,  K o l l ik e r ) . In  Aarau th e re  -were a lre ad y  two 
d e n t is ts  and du ring  th e  y e a rs  o f my study , a th i r d  one began to  p r a c t ic e ,  so 
th a t  my p a re n ts  d ec la red , when I came back , th a t  th e re  i s  no more room f o r  me.
So I  w-ent to  Z urich , th e  g re a te s t  toxvn o f S w itze rlan d , and opened 1892 my own 
p re c tic e (2 9  y ears  o ld ) .  In  th e  y e a r  1895 th e  D ental School o f Z urich  was 
founded end I  was e le c te d  to  teach  th e  normal and p a th o lo g ic a l h is to lo g y  o f th e  
te e th .  During t h i s  tim e I  p e rfe c te d  m icrophotography in  a h i ^  deg ree . -1905 
I  was e le c te d  as  P ro fe sso r  o f p ro s th e t ic a l  d e n t i s t r y .  1912 I  c lo sed  my p r iv a te  
p ra c t ic e  in  o rd e r to  devote m yself e n t i r e ly  to  s c i e n t i f i c  re s e a rc h . 1931, one 
y e a r a f t e r  I  reached th e  tim e l im i t  f o r  te a c h e rs  I  le c tu re d  f o r  th e  l a s t  tim e. 
Herevdth I  send you a l i s t  o f my p u b lic a t io n s . The most im portan t ones I  
marked w ith  red  p e a c i l ,  as you d e s ire d .

I I .  Some o th e r  n o te s . 1912 I  worked in  York, P a . th re e  months in  th e  to o th  
fa c to ry  o f th e  D e n tis ts ’ Sppply Co. o f Nen̂  York, ca rv in g  th e  T nibyte m olars, 
which proved to  be a g re a t su ccess . 1913 I  was in  New York to  g ive a course 
o f my a r t i c u la t in g  method, ta k in g  the  b i t e  ard  r e g is te r in g  th e  m andibular move­
ments w ith  th e  fa c e  bow. 1920 I  le c tu re d  b e fo re  n in e  d e n ta l s o c ie t ie s  in
New Y o rk ,B o sto n ,W ash in g to n ,P ittsb u rg h ,S t.L o u is ,M in n eap o lis ,C h icag o ,D etro it and 
T oronto .
1921 I  le c tu re d  on my system in  a l l  g re a t c i t i e s  in  England and S co tlan d .
1923 I  was a lso  in v ite d  to  le c tu r e  in  a l l  g re a t c i t i e s  in  F rance .
192.5 I  vras again  in  New York to  in tro d u ce  my c ro ssb ite -m o la rs  and my new ad ap t­

a b le  Trubyte a r t i c u l a to r  and fa c e  bow».
1928 I  was in v ite d  to  le c tu r e  b e fo re  d e n ta l s o c ie t ie s  o f Vancouver, S e a t t le ,P o r t la n d  
(Oregon) San F ran c isco ,L os A ngeles,San D ieg o ,D allas ,£ an sas  C ity ,S t.L o u is ,C h ica g o , 
C leveland and New York.
1936 I  carved the  new 20° shallow  b i t e  m olars , pu t on th e  m arket by the  D e n tis ts ’ 

Supply Co.

I I I .  In  f iv e  d is s e r ta t io n s ,  s tu d en ts  made under my d ire c t io n  s tu d ie s  on d e n ta l 
c a r ie s .
In  n in e  d is s e r ta t io n s ,  s tu d en ts  made under my d ire c t io n  s tu d ie s  on p r o s th e t i ­
c a l su b je c ts .

IV. In the  y ea r 1899 I  began to  make s tu d ie s  to  p re se rv e  by mummification th e  
pu lps o f m olars and b ic u sp id s  which have been d e v ita l iz e d  by c o b a lt ,  and 
which cannot be e x tirn a te d  on accoim t o f narrow and tw is te d  ro o t channels .
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The T r io p a s te  which I  in ven ted  f o r  t h i s  purpose (made and so ld  in  U.S.A. by- 
B ird  Moyer C o., 1210 Vine S t r e e t ,  P h ila d e lp h ia , P a . ) , i s  a f t e r  43 y e a rs  s t i l l  vei-y 
la r g e ly  u se d  tharoughout Europe. Do you know an o th e r pharm aceu tica l p re p a ra tio n  
o f such a long  s tan d in g  in  d e n t i s t r j ’- ?

V. I  have been honored b e s id e s  th e  D.D.S. a lso  by th e  U n iv e rs ity  Z u rich ,m ed ica l 
f a c u l ty ,  by th e  t i t l e  o f D r. med h o n o ris  causa (1921) and 1927 by U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Marburg(Germany) by th e  t i t l e  o f Dr. m ed .den t, h o n o ris  cau sa . S ince 1930 I  am Honorary 
P ro fe s s o r  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Z u rich . From 1908 -  1939 I  was w lected  by 26 D ental 
a s s o c ia t io n s  a l l  over th e  world (ex cep t England) a s  honorary  member, among -which 
f ig u r e s  a lso  your P s i  Omega.

1926 I  -was honored in S w itze rlan d  by th e  M arcel B en o is t p rize(am oun ting  to  
30,000 Francs) f o r  th e  b e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  work o f t h i s  y ear f o r  th e  w e lfa re  o f  human­
i t y .

Of co u rse , I  had b e s id e s  th e se  p u re ly  d e n ta l in v e s t ig a t io n s  many ho b b ies, about 
which I w i l l  n o t w r i te  h e re .

Hoping th a t  th e se  few n o te s  ?d .ll serve  your purpose.

You.rs t r u ly  P ro f .  Dr. A lfred  Gyzi 

S ig . A lfred  Gyzi


