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L Treatife on the Gouty from the French of M. Charles Louis
Liger, M. D. Profeflor of Phyfic in the Univerfity of
Paris.  8vo. 5s. Griffiths. ‘

A
)

N a curfory view of this performance, from the frequent
0 repetition of the term Hypothefis, we conceived a kind
of prejudice againft it; being always of opinion, that'a true
knowlege of the nature or cure of diftempers is not'to be
acquired by oftentatious hypothetical reafoning; that, onthe
contrary, they ferve often to miflead the judgment, and to
promote methods of practice inconfiftent with obfervation
and experience. However, on a more intimate acquaintance
with our Author’s fentiments, we became fenfible of the in-
juftice of our firft conceptions. Although fome of his opi=
nions are new, in regard to the nature of the gouty matter,
the manner of its formation and depofition on the articula~
tions and bowels, yet they are not only ingenious, but feem
perfectly confiftent with the laws of the animal ceconomy
and the nature of difeafes in general ; they appear to be ra-
tional deductions from obvious faéts by a fenfible Practitioner,
not the vague fpeculations of a Theorift. Without adher-
ing to the methodical precifion for which the generality of
French Writers are remarkable, we fhall endeavour to give
our Readers fome idea of what Mr. Liger advances on this
fubject. i

He obferves, that people moft fubje@ to the Gout, are
fuch as i dulge in rich meats and fauces, racy wines, ftrong

“beer and cyder, and ‘ufe but little exercife: that on the

contrary,  thofe who either from choice or neceffity live on
a [pare diet, who drink plenty of thin liquors, and gain their
bread by daily labour, are happily exempted from the tortures
infli¢ted by this fcourge of the luxurious.—Thefe propofitions,
which few, we prefume, will controvert, he farther illuftrates
by feveral inftances, fuch as moft of the inhabitants of the
provinces of Burgundy and Champagne, where they eat mo-
derately, and drink plentifully of thin wines, being free from
the Gout, while thofe of Normandy, and fome parts of
Flanders, accuftomed to drink ftrong beer and cyder, heavy,
wines, and ufe greater quantities of food, are almoft uni-
verfally fubje€t to this diftemper. He infers,  therefore,
that the gouty matter chiefly confifts of the nutritive par-
ticles of thofe richer aliments, which are of an adhefive,’
gelatinous, or mucilaginous nature, taken in too large quan-
titics to be thoroughly mixed or affimulated with ‘the circulat-
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ing fluid. He fuppofes the confequence of a fuper-abundance
of fuch 2 mucilage would be a total obftru&ion of the nes
ceflary fecretions, and ‘even of the circulation of the blood

itfelf, did not Nature, or that organical fpring which, ‘in

this, as in all other difeafes, endeavours to free itfelf from
whatever is noxious to the conftitution, by extraordinary ef-
forts, effect a feparation of this adventitious and heterogene-
ous matter from the mafs of blood. This a& of depuration
is termed  a Fit of the Gout. That the gouty matter is a
mucilage of this kind, Dr. Liger endeavours, from various
circumitances, to demonftrate.

He farther fhews, that as a mucilaginous liquor, in feve-
ral refpects analogous to that by which the Gout is occafioned,
is feparated, in order to lubricate the different articulations,
Nature generally chufes to expel this adventitious mucilage
from the mafs of humours, by the veffcls appropriated for fe-
creting this Synovia. Hence the depuration or depofition of
the gouty matter, is ufually made upon the joints.

Our Author eppofes the common received opinion, of the
mobility of the gouty humour, or of the fudden metaftafis,
which is imagined frequently to happenin this diftemper. He
contends that the fuppofed tranflation of the Gout is effeCted
inthe following manner: when the part on which the: gouty
matter has been firft thrown,  either from the quantity already
depofited, its natural rigidity, or the injudicious ufe of - repel-
lents, can receive no more, the remainder of the gouty mat-
ter ftill to be depurated, will, in fuch a circumftance, necef-
farily be conveyed to fome other outlet.

His principal argument that there is no Metaftafis is, that
were this the cafe, the tumour occafioned by the firft depofi-
tion would fubfide, like what happens in peftilential diftem-
pers, on a fecond part being attacked, which is contrary to
experience.

In the manner above mentioned our Author very ingeni-
oufly accounts for all the different appearances of the Gout ;
and fhews, that the number and feverity of the fits, will be
in proportion to the ftrength of the conflitution, the quantity
of gouty matter, and the nature and capacity of the recipi-
ent parts. 3

. Haying very copioufly difcuffed whatever relates to the caufe
of the Gout, the formation of the gouty Molecula, and the
manner in which the fits, whether regular or irregular, are
produced, our Author proceeds, with great exadtnefs, to
enumerate the pathognomic figns, and to point out the me-

thods
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thods of cure adapted ‘to the feveral ftages and degtees of the
diftemper.

In regard to the certainty of obtaining a compleat cure,
our Author’s fentiments differ wide}z from thofe of many
Phyficians, who chufe to leave this diftemper to Nature, and
only recommend a proper ufe of the non-naturals in the in-
termediate {paces, and patience and warm flannel during the
fits. He, on the contrary, provided the Patient will ftritly
conform to his directions, and where the difeafe is not inve-

‘terate, feems to make no doubt of being able, not only to

relieve the fits, but even radically to extirpate the caufe.

How far his pretenfions may be valid, experience alone muft

determine. We will, however, venture to affirm, that the

fear of difturbing Nature in her operations is often too pre-

valent with thofe who are beft qualified to affift her; like

timid friends, they become fpetators of a ftruggle, in which,
for want of timely fuccour, fhe is often overpowered. We

fhall give, in Dr. Liger’s own words, what he fays in regard

to the general plan of cure.

¢ In treating a diftemper, the fureft, eaficft, and fpeedieft
method is to apply our utmoft attention to underftand the
chara@er of the diftemper; and difcover the caufes that
produce it. The firft caufe being once known, nothing
more is requifite, becaufe by deftroying that, the difemper
it has occafioned will be difperfed.

a & & N o

¢ But it is not always poflible, when this caufe is well
known, to deftroy it; either becaufe it has too long exift-
ed, and by that means affefted the machine too ftrongly,
to admit of any hopes of an entire reftoration ; or the fub-
je& in whom the caufe exifts, by a frowardnefs of temper,
will not, or by fome other defect independent of himfelf,
cannot undergo the proper treatment. [n this cafe, the fe-
condary, or determining caufes muft be enquired into ; more
efpecially that which is moft conducive to determine the
diftemper in this or that fubject; it is then to be attacked
with more vigour and advantage, as there can be no dan~
ger, or room for fear.

a8 & A & AN &8 &

< It is taken for granted, that the gouty humour is of a4
mucilaginous charalter ; a charalter which is the effect of
a plentiful ufe of liquors and aliments containing a great deal
of mucilage. This matter giving no indications of its pre-
fence, and declaring itfelf only by tortures, which is always
the cafe when its quantity fuperabounds, it follows, that there
the are two different methods of procuring relief; and treating
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his diﬂ;empel‘".With fuccefs 5 either by totally deftroying its
efficient caufe, the very mucilaginous particles, or by re-
moving the fecondary caufes, which determine the fits.

¢ The deftru&ion of the mucilage will be eafily compaffed
by a proper regimen, oppofite to that which has produced

 the diftemper. = Nothing is more eafy, it being the product
-of fubftances hererogeneous to the mafs of our juices; I
-mean of aliments and liquors, the ufe of which s not ab-

folutely neceflary to the prefervation of life, or even o
health, but fuch as may be eafily abftained from. A Cuire
might {peedily be effected where there is a fincere inclina-
tion to be cured; efpecially if in the firft appearances of

-the Gout, the Patients would refolutely confine themfelyes
ito foods and liquors of very little nourithment, and, which,
-confequently contain very little mucilage. |

‘¢ But gouty perfons no fooner imagine the fit to bhe over,
'than they forget the tortures of it, and are immediately for

making themfelves amends for the long time they have been
debarred from their favourite way of living. They are im-
paticnt till they renew their ¢épicurean practices ; difhes
muft be prepared for them, to revive that appetite which
the diftemper had taken away ; they will be obeyed, and .
which, to their misfortune, they are too readily.” Accuf-

‘tomed to enjoy the pleafures of life with 2l pofiible freedom

and facility, and being able to gratify all their caprices,
they refufe to liften to thofe falutary advices by which their

rconflitutions might be improved, and their health confirm-
ed.  On the leaft refpite they imagine themfelves in a con-

dition of partaking in all the freedoms and engagements

permitted to one in a confirmed ftate of health,
« ¢ The refult of this fflubbornnefs 1s, that the refpite is foon

over, and the gouty perfon is fometimes feized with fits
more violent than they \have yet known. But there ‘are

‘fome who are fcarce got free from this fit, before they re-
‘turn to their former courfe of life, Sobriety, or even any

regularity of 'regimen, they dread ; and, 'therefore, no

‘eure can be expeéted ; norihould the Phyficians attempt it.

Not that I blame their condefcenfion to {uch Patients, who

reproach Phyficians with their being unable to cure the
‘Gout ; and the Phyficians feem, in fome meafure, to ac. @

quiefce in it, the{ooner to free themfelves from fuch Patj-
tients, who are the conftant Scourges of Medicine, and

the Torture of the Phyfician,
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< But if there are any who are really defirous of*being
cured, and who will themfelves contribute towards their
cure, their endeavours will not bein vain. = Let them only
abridge themfelves of one meal 'a day, efpecially fupper;
content themfelves with a good dinner, which muft, how=
ever, confift only of foods  containing very little nourifh=
ment in a confiderable volume, and make ufe of the fapos
naceous medicines I fhall mention in the third part of this
work. '

¢ By fuch a condu& the fuperabundance of the gouty hu-
mour will be prevented, and at the fame deftroyed. This
is not, indeed, the work of a moment ; but which is not -
to be abandoned, as it will relieve us from a diftempeg
which, when regular, is attended by fuch terrible torments 3 -
and, when irregular, fo dangerous and fatal.

-¢ "This treatment, "however, will not alone be fufficient to
conquer the hereditary, nor even the acquired Gout; if
inveterate ; the deftruétion, if poffible, of the mucilage or
germ of the Gout, contained in the mafs of humours,
muft, at the fame time be attempted ; or, at leaft, endea-~
vours muft be ufed for diminithing its fuperabundance.
But this end can only be obtained by removing the caufes
of this fuperabundance; and I venture to fay, that if hi-
therto Phyficians have cured fome gouty perfons, for there
is hardly one, who during the courfe of a long prafice;
but mufz have enjoyed the fatisfaction of curing fome, it is-
principally by this method.

¢.The manner of treatment muft neceflarily admit of great
variations ; the accidental caufes of  the’ fuperabundancy
being fo greatly increafed, that fome are very different
from others ; and it often happens, that what has procured
relief to one perfon, has augmented the pains; and aggra-
vated the diftemper, in another. : : .

¢ Thus it is no wonder to me; that Galen, by bleeding,
cured gouty perfons in whom a plethera was the caufe of
the fuperabundanee of the gouty humour : 'that he recover-
ed others by purging, the fuperabundance in thefe; being
owing to peccant humours. Others have cured the Gout::
by gentle fudorifics ; but in moft of thefe: cafes, the fuper2::
abundance was occafioned by a defect of. perfpiration. = Sué=
cefs may alfo attend the ufe of diuretics, chalybeates, and

 aperitives ; in cafe of a fupprefled evacuation, and the ge=

nieral infpiffation of the fluids.
Ee 2 ¢ L&{ﬂy’
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¢ Laftly, In cafe of a too great relaxation of the fibres,
¢ or exceflive evacuations, cordials, wine, chalybeates, and
aftringents may be happily adminiftred. '

¢ If it be pofiible to treat properly all gouty perfons by en-
deavouring to remove the true caufe of the {fuperabundance
of the gouty humour, itis, alfo, very dangerous to attempt
the cure without being acquainted with this caufe. For
this reafon, poffibly, it has always been thought lefs dan-
gerous to leave this diftemper entirely to itfelf than to at-
tempt its extirpation ; becaufe it has often happened, that
a perfon cured of the Gout by fome remedy prefcribed by
a Phyfician, has communicated and recommended the fame
to other gouty perfons, who, fo far from deriving any relief
from it, have found themfelves much worfe. This diftem~
pér can be treated only by a Phyfician; a Phyfician alone
being capable of inve{{;gating and examining the caufes fo
neceflary to be known ; and the only one who can properly
diftinguifh them.’

To relieve the particular fits, Dr, Liger recommends bleed-
ing, according to the ftrength of the Patient : this remedy,
however repugnant to practice in this country, he remarks,
agreeably to the obfervation of Galen, has often alone proved
efficacious in the firft attack of the Gout. Recourfe thould
likewife be had to diluents; fuch as a Ptifan made with
Gfound-pine, Germander, and Maidenhair,” fweetned to the
tafte of the Patient with a lictle fugar; and the body fhould
be kept open with fimple, emollient glyfters, light broths,

. without veal or fowl, fhould be ufed; -but jellies or fweet-

meats prohibited. If the ftomach fhould be incommoded by
fuch a diet, the Patient may be indulged with three or four
fmall glafles a-day of good Canary, or the beft Burgundy
and Champaign, taken at different times, with a toaft in
them.

By this manner of proceceding, two great points, our Au-
thor obferves, are obtained ; the gouty humour is diluted and

rendered more fluid, and the veflels acquire the neceffary elaf~
ticity for precipitating, dividing, and comminuting it. He

recommends great caution in the ufe of opiates. Where they
are abfolutely neceffary, he recommends the different The-
riacas, which while they aflwage the pain, do not fo much
weaken the elafticity of the fibres.

When the feverity of the ficis paft, in order to haften the
recovery, he advifes to clear the firft paflages by means of
gentle purgatives, which difcharge the humours refulting

b ' e P from
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from a depraved digeftion, at the fame time they help to carry
off the remainder of the Gout. Infenfible perfpiration ought
likewife to be as much as poffible reftored. It is not, how-
ever, to be fuppofed, where Nature is vigorous, and hat
eperations regular and effectual, that it is neceffary to attend
to the cure of the particular paroxyfm. The only object in
view in that cafe thould be, the ‘entire removal of the caufg.
This is tobe effected by two different intentions; firft, by
preventing the fuperabundance of the gouty humour by mo-
deration in diet, gentle exercife, and purges of the brifker
kind frequently repeated.

¢ The remedies,’ fays our Author, ¢ for preventing 2 fu-
¢ perabundance of the gouty humour, fhould be the fame
¢ with thofe employed for diminithing it, even at the time
¢ when the fit is ftill felt; but with this difference, that in
¢ treating the fit of the Gout, care fhould be taken‘not to
¢ difturb Nature, in order to which the gentleft remedies are
¢ to be.made ufe of. On the contrary, to fecure the Patient
¢ from frefh fits, it is very allowable, and even neceflary, to
¢ have recourfe to more active remedies. They fhould, in-
¢ deed, always be of the fame clafs with thofe that procured
¢ relief in the laft fit.

¢ Therefore, when a Patient of a phlegmatic conftitution,
is affi¢ed with a Gout fenfible of cold, refinous purgatives,
as jalap or diagrydium, muft be ufed, and perfpiration fa-
cilitated, or rather provoked by a ftrong infufion of camel’s-
hay, but in a fomething lefs quantity if the fudorific woods
are added. Thefe remedies may alfo be given in fubftance,
and their ufe continued for a month after the period of the
fit; and afterwards from time to time, taken only for one
day, and at equal intervals. Such a method carefully ob-
ferved, feldom fails of keeping off the fits of the Gout.for
a confiderable time.

¢ Take Diagrydium iiij. gr. Jalap viij. gr. Ipecacoanha
jorij. gr. Powder of Sena xv. gr. Rhubarb x. gr. Pow-
der the whole, mix and incorporate it in a fufficient quan-
tity of the fyrup of Buckthorn. This is to be adminifteréd
every other day.

A a a N

¢ The day following that on which the pills are taken, at
¢ the medicinal hours, the Patient muft drink three glaffes of
¢ the fudoric ptifan,

¢ Many gouty perfons have found themfelves greatly reliev-

¢ ed by uniting thefe two remedies in the following manner.
¢ They ufe them three days fucceflively every month of the
Ee'3 ¢ firft
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¢ firft year, and afterwards only every three- months; but

to be punctually continued till' they are entirely freed from
the Gout. .

¢ Take leaves of Sena Z's. feeds of Carthamus, and of
Carduus Benedictus, Hémodactyles, Guiacum wood, Sar-
faparilla, Diagrydium;"ana 3ij. Rhubarb, Cinnamon, ana
3j- - Pulverife the whole, and mix it thoroughly. The
dofe is from Bij. to zj.

406
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¢ The purging powder againft the Gout, inferted in the
Féculty’s Difpeni'atory, which is nearly the fame, preduces
alfo the fame effet, andis given in thé fame dofes.

¢ Thefe remedies difcharge the humours by ftool, and, at
the fame time, fit them for being carried off by perfpiration,
without too much increafing or forcing this laft excretion ;
for otherwife the confequence would certainly be difagree-
able. The gouty humour, deprived of its fluidity, would
thus become very obftinate, fo as hardly to be overcome by
any remedies ; for then the Patient may think himfelf very
happy, if the moft gentle remedies do 1ot caufe a return of
the fharpnefs of the pains, and occafion a clofer fucceflion
of fits than ufual 3 as I have had occafion to obferve in per-
fons who, in order to evacuate the gouty humour by per~
{piration, had made ufe either of dry baths, or the frongeft
purgatives, efpecially thofe who had added l\/Iercury to their
compofitions.  It'is'a great point in the cure, not to render
the gouty humour too dry, tho’it has hitherto been neglect-
ed; under pretence’ of its being a heterogengous humour,
and of which one ‘cantiot be too foon freed,

"
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¢ When the Gout in a phlegmatic conflitution 'is fenfible
. to heat, the hydrogogues are to be more fparingly admini-
ftred: gentle purges are then only to be given, and thefe
may be more frequently adminifterad than during the fit.

o

¢ T'ake of the fmall leaves of Sena 3ij. Vegetable falt 3ijfs.
Infufe them-in feven' or sight ounces of water, together
with two ounces, or.two: ounces and a half of Manna,
Strain it off, and add ‘of the compound Syrup of Ap-
ples j. ., : ,
¢ This is to be taken cvery three days, drinking plentifully

¢ of the ptifan' made of ‘the infufion of Gfound;pin'e ‘and
¢ Germander, : : Lty

® A nn

¢ Thefe remedies are to be continued till the gouty humour
§ s {ufficiently. diluted, in order for its being expelled 'b
, T ARG ¢ nearly
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nearly the fame remedies as before mentioned, but given in
fmaller quantities.

¢ Indry bilious conflitutions, which are moft fubjet to the
Gout, fenfible to heat, the treatment muft begin with the
ufe of fome ptifan having very little faltinit, and to be ufed
plentifully. = This ptifan may be made of certain bitter
herbs, as Germander: and the Lefler Centaury. Pour on
half a handful of thefe herbs about two quarts of boiling
water, which after ftanding a fufficient time on the herbs
is to be decanted off, and drank when neceflary, till the
gouty humour is brought to the fluidity neceflary to its ex~
pulfion by the above mentioned remedies. Here ground-
pine, fage, and all hot plants, are to be excluded: and
during the ufe of this infufion, the Patient is to be gently
purged with better purgatives, as fena, rhubarb, and com-
pound fyrup of apples. i

¢ Tf from an exceffive tenfion of the fibres, or an infpifla-
tion of the humours, thefe remedies are not attended with
much fuccefs, recourfe muft be had to baths of a heat not
exceeding that of the human body. Nothing more effectu~
ally macerates the humours, but they muft be difcharged

“veay gently, in proportion as they become macerated 5. for
_otherwife new diftempers may be contracted.

¢ The effe& of thefe remedies is afterwards to be feconded
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by thofe of a digeftive nature, which, at the fame time,
gently purge and liquify the bile ; but with this caution,
that they be givenonly in fmall dofes.

¢ Take extralt of Aloes prepared with the juice of Fumi-
tory, the beft gum ammoniac ana %fs. aperitive faffron of
iron, Diagrydium ana zij. beft Myrrh, oriental Saffron,
falt of Tamarifk ana 5j. Rivirius’s falt of iron pj. Let
the whole be pulverized, carefully mixed, and incorporated
in a fufficient quantity of compound fyrup of Succory. The
dofe is twelye grains, to be taken fafting in the morning,
for eight days, and on the ninth, both morning and even-

ing. Afterwards it is to b¢ taken only once a day; unlefs:
‘there be a neceffity of more frequent purgations, the pills

are to be continued for fix weeks. In cafe the Patient be
coftive, he muft take them conftantly twice a day, and
afterwards ufe the alterative powder agdinft the Gout, de-~
fcribed in the; Faculty’s Difpenfatory.  This powder is .
made in the following manner.

Ee s : & Take
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¢ Take Gentian rdot, Rhapontic, round Birthroot, leayes
¢ of Germander and of Ground-pine, the heads of the Lefler
¢ Centaury, ana ziij.

¢ Thefe powders being made into a bolus with a fufficient
¢ quantity of fyrup, half a dram may be taken morning and
¢ evening, This has proved very beneficial to many gouty
¢ perfons who took a dram of it in the morning in a glafs of

¢ water, and only half a dramin the evening. The ufe of
€ it is to be continued for a long time.’

The fecond intentionof deftroying the gouty humour, is
to beeffeCted, inour Author’s opinion, by a remedy which he
extols as a univerfal folvent, the Medicinal Soap. "It is com-
pounded of a very pure alcaline falt prepared with quick lime,
and the fineft olive oil. The oil is to be placed in a veflel
over the fire, and during its boiling, as much of the fal¢
thrown in as is fufficient to form a white mals. To prevent
its oily part from clogging the flomach, the following is the
propere{t manner for exhibiting it. 3

Take of this faponaceous mafs 3fs. Rhubarb and Gentian
ana x gr. let them be made intp a bolus, with Syrup of Rofes;
which is to be taken every morning for a fortnight, drinkiné
after it the Germanderor grqund-pine ptifan. ' '

This, probably, may be a very good medicine, although
we cannot help thinking the high encomiums beftowed upon
it fomewhat extravagant. We could have wifhed likewife
that our Author, inftead of quoting Boerhaave’s opinion con-
cerning the virtues of foap, had mentioned a {ufficient num-
ber of inftances of its fuccefs, from his own experience.

We cannot pretend, ‘how interefting foever the fubje&, ta
enter into a particular detail of our Author’s treatment of the
different appearances of the Gout, but muft refer out Readers
to the treatife itfelf; and fhall conclude with the following
Remarks, ] :

The performance, upon the whole, is ingenious, and the
Author feems to have confidered his fubje&k with great atten-
tiony  but, like moft Frenc¢h Writers, as we before obferved,
he treats his fubject with a certain methodical precifion, which,
Jeads him into frequent repetitions. This pratice, ufeful
perhaps in teaching the elements of an art, does not fuit the,
tafte of Englith Readers, who, in general, are more accuf-.
tomed to think and exprefs themfelves with clofenefs and bre~
vity, There feems likewife great room for improvement, in
PR 3 anfwering
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anfiwering His intentions of cure, by aform of ‘medicines more
convenient and elegant.

As to'the exaltnefs of the tranflation, we fhail not pre-
tend to determine, not having an opportunity ‘of compuring
it with the original—Some inaccuracies, however, we have
noted ; but none of confequence enough to-make us doubt of
its being, upon the whole, a faithful tranflation.

DIALOGUES ¢f the DEAD. "8vo. 4s. fewed.
Sandby.

N our Review of the Dialogues written by the learned
I Mr. Hurd, we took occafion to fpeak of the difficulty of
excelling in the colloquial way of writing, and ventured to
aflign fome reafons why it has been fo little cultivated in our
language. The antients, itis true, and, among the moderns,
our neighbours the French, have happily fucceeded in this
fpecies of compofition : but we would obferve farther, that
there is fomething, perhaps, in our manners, and peculiar caft
of temper, which difqualifies us from entering into competi-
tion with them, in this refpeé.

The Englifh being generally referved and uncommunicative
in their difpofitions, are fententious and nervous in their ex-
preffions ; which naturally inclines them to deliver their fen~
timents in fet diflertations. The French, on the contrary,
who, in fome particulars, come nearer the polite Athenians,
being more open, communicative, and focial in their nature,
have carried the charms of converfation to higher perfection,
and are confequently better ¢apable of writing in the fami-
liar way of dialogue,

Probably, likewife, the difference between the two fpecies of
Government, may be affigned as one, among other caufes of
this diftin&ion.. The freedom of our conftitution allows us
to fearch truth to the bottom, and to maintain our opinions
with all the ftrength of reafoning, and bold energy of expreffion.
Their Government, on the contrary, lays them under fuch po-
litical reftraints, that they muft be content to glance at truth,
on many occafions, whilft they dare not attempt to prove their
difcoveries by a chain of argument. This naturally inclines
them to a loofe, defultory, chit-chat method of writing. Even
the celebrated Montefquieu, who, in this refpe&, is perhaps
the leaft of a Frenchman, has, on the moft important fubjects,
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