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Hickman’s first communication on “Sus-
pended Animation” was a private letter ad-

hyxia and later by the use of carbonic adiessed to Thomas Andrew Knight in Feb-

%(?rontlspleqe? was born on January 27,
, at Bromfield, England. He became a
student of medicine in the University of
Edinburgh, where he soon was admitted as
a member of the Royal Medical Society. He
qualified for membership in the Royal Col-

lege of Surgeons of England before he wes

twenty-one years of a%% He also was a
member of the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh.

Dr, Hickman first practiced at Ludlow,
and it wes there that the main part of his
experimental work on _animals was done
during March_and April of 1823. At some
time Detween January and August, 1824, he
moved to the village of Shiffnal, the birth-
place of Thomas Beddoes, the well-known
pneumatic physician.

Hickman’s experiments were designed to
produce insensibility by means of controlled
asphyxia. He aiméd at producing a tem-
porary and reversible suspension of life
which he believed would not only entail
freedom from Pam during swift operations
Bigoc?lso would greatly decrease loss of

ruary, 1824; the second was an open letter
to the same man, published in the form of a
small phamphlet in August, 1824. In April,
1828, 'he addressed a memorial to King
Charles X of France, in which he gawe
some additional information on_the sub%ect
of his theory, but did not describe any tur-
ther experiments. In all these communica-
tions he hoped for the support of his theo-
ries, but Hickman was ahead of his time and
it was not obtained. Hickman remained at
Shiffnal from 1824 until early in 1828, when
he visited Paris. Returning to England in
the fall or in the early part of , Hick-
man settled at Tenbury on the \Worcester-
shire border, where his house, now a chem-
ist’s shop in Teme Street, can still be seen.
It is hard to believe that the leading_ scien-
tists of both England and France failed to
recognize Hickman’s contributions but such
it was. Only Baron Larrey, Napoleon’s sur-
geon, supported Hickman’s views.

Dr. Hickman died on April 2, 1830, prob-
ably of consumption, at the early age of
thirty years.






