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P. 8. I have received the following letter,
which rallies me for beidg witty fooner than I
defigned ; but I have now altered my refolution,
and intend to be facefious until the day in
October heretofore mentioned, inftead of be-
ginning from that day .

 Mr. BickersTAFF, - Sept. 6, 1710,

‘¢ By your own reckoning, you came yefter-
¢¢ day about a month before the time you look-
¢¢ ed yourfelf, much go the fatisfattion of

‘* Your moft obliged, humble fervant,
/ - ¢ PraiNy Encrisu.”

N?226, Tuefday, September 19, 1710,
STEELE+

—— Fuvenis quondam, nunc femina, Caneus,

Rurfus & in veterem fato revoluta figuram.
Virg. Zn. vi. 448.

CmnEus, a woman once, and once a man;

But ending in the {ex fhe firft began. Drypenw,

From my own Aparfment, September 18.

T is one of the defigns of this Paper to tranf-
mit to polterity an account of every thing
that is monftrous in my own times. For thig
‘ reafon,

+-See N2,

+ This paper appears to have been afcribed to App1son
in the /i/i delivered by STEELE ta Mr. Tickell, asit is re-
- printed

s
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reafon, I fhall here publifh to the world the life
of a pe‘rfon who was neither man nor woman ;
as written by one of my ingenious correfpon-
dents, who feems to have imitated PLoTARCH
in that multifarious eradition, and thofe occa-
fional differtations, which he has wrought into
the body of his hiftory. The life T am putting
out is that of MarGery, ahas Joun Young,
commonly known by the name of Doctor

- Youne; who, as the town very well knows,
- was a woman that practifed phyfic in a man’s

cloaths, and, after having had two wives and

feveral children, died about a month fince.

ool i g 7o

¢ T here make bold to trouble you with a
¢ fhort account of the famous Dotor Younc’s

* life, which you may call, if you pleafe, a fe-

* cond part of the farce of the Sham Dostor.
¢ This perhaps will not feem fo ftrange to
you, who, if I am not miftaken, have fome-
where mentioned with honour your fifter
Kirreus *, as a practitioner both in phyfic

“ and

printed in his edition of Appison’s * Works” in 4to,
vol. I, p. 320. [Itis likewife marked as a paper of Ap-
p1soN in the MS. notes of C. Byron, Efq. communicated
by J—~N H——v. M. See Tar. N°74, Note. ,

Of the hero or heroine of this ftory the annotator has not
been fo fortunate as ta meet with any other account.

*6See Tar, N®14, Note, p. 157; and N° 41, Note
p. 66,

There
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N° 226,

and aftrology: but, in the common opinion
of mankind, a fhe-quack is altogether as
firange and aftonifhing a creature, as the
Centaur that practifed phyfic in the days of
AcHILLES, or as king Puys in the Rebearfal.
AscuLarius, the great founder of your art,
was particularly famous for, his beard, as
we may conclude from the behaviour of a
tyrant, who is branded by heathen hiftorians
as guilty both of facrilege and blafphemy ;
having robbed the flatue of /Escurarrus of
a thick bufhy golden beard, and then al-
ledged for his excufe, That it was a fhame
the fon fhould have a beard, when his fa-
ther ApoLro had none. This latter inftance
indeed feems fomething to favour a female
profefior, fince, as I have been told, the an-
tient ftatues of ApoLLo are generally made
with a head and face of a woman: nay, I
have been credibly informed by thofe who
have feen them both, that the famous Aror-
Lo in the Belvidera did very much refemble
Do&or Young. Let that be as it will, the
doétor was a kind of Amazon in phyfic, that
made as great devaftations and flaughters as
any of our chief heroes in the art, and was
as fatal to the Englith in thefe our days, as

There were two fhe quacks of the name of KirvLEuUs,
Sufannab, the widow. of Thomas, and Mary, the widow of
?o/m, who advertifed upon one another, They were equal-
{kill’d in oftrology and phyfic.

¢ the
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the famous Joan p’AR¢ was in thofe of out
forefathers.
¢« [ do not find any thing remarkable in the

- life which T amabout to write until the year

1695 ; at which time the do¢tor, being about
twenty-three years old, was brought to-bedof
a baftard child. The fcandal of fuch a mif-
fortune gave {o great an uneafinefs to pretty
Mrs. Prcay, for that was the name by which
the doctor was then called, that the left her
family, and followed her lover to London,

¢ with a fixed refolution fome way or other to

recover her loft reputation: but inftead of
changing her life, which one would have ex-
pected from fo good a difpofition of mind,
fhe took it in her head to change her fex.
This was foon done by the help of a {word
and a pair of breeches. 'I have reafon to
believe, that her firft defign was to turn man-
midwife, having herfelf had fome experience
in thofe affairs: but thinking this too narrow
a foundation for her future fortune, fhe at
length bought her @ gold-buttoned coat, and
fet up for a phyfician. Thus we fee the
fame fatal mifcarriage in her youth made
Mrs. Younc a doctor, that formerly made
one of the fame fex a pope.
¢ The doctor fucceeded very well in his bu-
finefs at firft; but very often met with acci-
dents that difquieted him. As he wanted
that deep magitterial voice which gives au-
thority to a prefcription, and is abfolutely
« neceflary
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¢« neceffary for the right pronouncing of thefe
“ words, ¢ Take thefe pills,” he unfortunately
¢« got the nick-name of the Squeaking Dottor.
- ¢¢ If this circumftance alarmed the doctor, there
¢ was another which gave him no {mall dif-
*¢ quiet, and very much diminifhed his gains,
¢« In fhort, he found himfelf run down as a fu-
<« perficial prating quack, in all families that
¢« had at the head of them a cautious father, or
s¢ a jealous hufband. Thefe would often com-
¢ plain among one another, that they did not
¢¢ like fuch a {mock-faced phyfician; thoughin
¢ truth, had they known how juftly hedeferved
¢ that name, they would rather have favoured
¢ his practice, than have apprehended any
¢ thing from it.
¢ Such were the motives that determined
¢ Mrs. Younc to change her condition, and
‘¢ take in marriage a virtuous young woman
¢ who lived with her in good reputation, and
«¢ made her the father of a very pretty girl. But
*¢ this part of her happinefs was foon after de-
¢ ftroyed, by a diftemper which was too hard
¢« for our phyfician, and carried off his firft
s« wife. The dofor had not been a widow
¢« Jong before he married his fecond lady, with
¢« whom alfo he lived in very good underftand-
¢ ing. It fo happened, that the doctor was
¢ with child at the fame time that his lady
“ was ; but the little ones coming both toge-
¢ ther, they pafled for twins. The do‘for
*¢ having entirely eftablifhed the rep,utationhqf
€< ls

4

¥

N°226, THE TATLER: 257

“ his manhood, efpecially by the birth of the
“ boy of whom he had been lately “delivered,
“ and who very much refembles” him, grew
into good bufinefs, and was particularly fa-
mous for the cure of venereal diftempers;
but would have had much more praétice
among his own fex, had not fome of them
been fo unreafonable as to demand certain
proofs of their cure, which the dofor was
not able to give them. The florid blooming
look, which gave the doftor fome uneafi-
nefs at firlt, inftead of betraying his perfon,
only recommended his phyfic. * Upon' this
occafion 1 cannot forbear mentioning ‘what
I thought a very agreeable furprize; in one
of Motiere’s plays, where a young 'wo-
man applies herfelf to a fick perfon in'the
habit of a quack, and fpeaks to her patient,
who was fomething {candalized at the youth
of his phyfician, to the following purpofe
I began to praétife in the reign of

“ Francrs the Firft, and am now'in the hun-
“ dred and fiftieth year of my age: but, by
the virtue of my medicaments, have main-

“ tamned myfelf in the fame beauty and frefh-
‘“'nefs I had at fifteen. For this reafon Hip-
““ POCRATES lays it down as a rule, that a ftu-
dent in phyfic {hould have a found confti-
tution, and a healthy look; which indeed
feem as neceflary qualifications for a phyfi-
cian, as a good life and virtuous behaviour
“ for adivine. But to return to our fubjeét.
Vou. 1V, S About
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<. About two years ago the dotor was very

¢« much affli¢ted with the vapours, which
« grew upon him to fuch a degree, that about
“ fix weeks fince they made an end of him.
« His death difcovered the difguife he had act-
« ed under, and brought him back again to his
« former fex. It is faid, that at his burial the
« pall was held up by fix women of fome
« fathion. The doétor left behind him a wi-
« dow, and two fatherlefs children, if they
“ may be called fo, befides the little boy be-
« fore-mentioned. In relation to whom we
“ may fay of the doctor, as the good old ballad
¢« about The Children in the Wood * fays of
« the unnatural uncle, that he was father and
“¢ mother both in one. Thefe are all the cir-
« cumftances that I could learn of Dr. Young’s
« life, which might have given occafion to
“« many obfcene fitions : but as I know thofe
¢ would never have gained a place in your Pa-
«¢ per, 1 have not troubled you with any im-
¢ pertinence of that nature, having ftuck to
« the truth very fcrupuloufly, as I always do
s¢ when I fubfcribe myfelf,

' ¢ S1R,

¢ Yours, &c.”

I fhall add as a poftfcript to this letter, that
I am informed the famous SALTERO 4, who

® See Dr. BEaTIE’s ¢ Minttrell,” B. 1. 47, 48, and 49.
+ See N° 34, Note.
- fells
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fglls co’ffec_: in his mufeum at Chelfea, has by
him a curiofity, which helped the do&or to
carry on his impofture, and will give great
fatisfaction to the curious enquirer.

N°® 237, Thurfday, SLptember 21, 1710.
STEELE. "

3
O . s (R oy & 7.
mnibus invideas, Zazleé nemo tibi. MarTIAL,

]
¢ 2 .
Thou envy’ft all ; but no man envies thee.’
; R. Wynwe,

b
From my own Apartment, September 20,

T is the bufinefs of Reafon and Philofo
I to footh and allay, the paffions of the mipn}:iy
or turn them to a vigorous profecution of what
1s dictated by the underftanding. In order to
this good end, 1 would keep a watchful eye
upon the growing inclinations of youth, and
be particularly careful to prevent their in:iulg-
ing themfelves in fuch fentiments as may im-

‘bitter their more advanced age. I have now

under cure a young gentleman, who latel
communicated to me, that he was of all men
living the moft miferably envious. 1 defired
the circumftances: of his diftemper; upon
which, with a figh that would have mc;vedpthe
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