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TRANSLATION OF LAENNEC
LETTER TO BARON CUVIER

To Hu Excellency,
Baron Cuvier

Counsellor of the State Parts, May i8th, 1826
at The Royal Gardens.

Baron:

I have just learned that the awarding of the
prize instituted by Mr. de Montyon for the most
useful discovery in the field of medicine is shortly to
be made at the Academy of Sciences.

I know that several physicians, members of the
commission who had at first overlooked me, are to
mention my treatise on auscultation. Within a few
days | shall have the honor to send you the second
edition of this work.

If the declarations of those of my colleagues who
have sought to verify my observations; if those of
the Faculties of Medicine in foreign countries in
several of which my pupils have already introduced
instruction in this new branch of semeiology; if the
advantage of being able to include the treatment of
hitherto unnoticed lesions in the category of surgical
cases; if the numerous favorable results, almost all
new, in the field of pathological anatomy, physiology,
semeiology, and therapy, of which | shall have the



honor to send you a short enumeration; if the dis-
covery, accidental, it must be admitted, of a rich
mine of positive facts which | have only been able
to discover through a period of ten years of obser-
vation and research in hospitals and laboratories, as a
result of which my health has broken down for the
second time; if finally, the success of this instruction
which every year attracts to the Faculty of Medicine
and to the College de France an extraordinary
number of pupils and young physicians from abroad,
—should constitute some merit in your opinion,
then, perhaps, | need not despair of receiving a fa-
vorable decision from the Academy.

| address this communication to you with all the
more confidence as | hope that you will have the
goodness and patience to obtain confirmation of the
accuracy of the facts that | have put before you.

With my respectful consideration, | have the
honor to remain.

Baron,

your very humble and
very obedient servant.

Laennec

Parts, May i8th, 1826

Compliments of

VICHY-CELESTINS



