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admitted indeed, that the numbers of imutilated perfong of dif-
ferent ranks, in the ftreets of this\ metropolis, are fo many
proofs of recoveries after the operation ; but\we ought to re-
flect; that an equal number (perhaps at lealt)! of thofe who are
buried foon after amputation, are forgot.’ It is not with a little
fatisfaction therefore, that we conﬁdex,_qgr( formér zeal to re-
commend and enforce this moft humane and neceffary, caution
in all fuch cafes of furgery, as have hitherto heen too thought=
lefsly deemed the fubjets of mutilation ; which it {feems to.us
to be the abfolute duty of the. operators to repent of, and-to
reform, from refleting, that more lenity, {kill, and patience,
are requifite to the prefervation of one defperately injured limb,
than to the Amputation of many : and furely a greater benefit
is conferred in the former, which fhould juitly intitle the pre-
ferver, whenever it is not iniconvenient, to a greater munifi=
cence. To demonftrate that on this point we have beer always
confiftent, we refer our medical and chirurgical ‘Readers’ to
Review, Vol. XXV, p. 10, 11, and Vol. XVII, p. 100,
1935 194, 228 to 230. R

An Effay on the Ufe and E [fects of the Root of the Colchicum Autum-
naley or Meadow Saffron. Shewing that it is a powerful Remedyy
and. [ometimes cures the moft obfiinate Diflempers, when other
Medicines utterly fail. With a Figure of the Plant; and an

Appendix concerning the Cicuta or Hemlock. By Anthony Storck,
M. D. &c. &c. 8vo. 1s. Becket & De Hondt.

'WE find this humane and very affiduous Phyfician engaged
here, in farther perils of poifoning himfelf, for the
chance of curing or relieving the fick, more effectually we muft

{uppofe, than any former fimples or compofitions had done :

fince this hazardous inveftigation of mere new ones, implies an

infufficience of all that had been hitherto experienced. The

Root of the Meadow Saffron, which has been ranked by all

phyfical writers amongft the ftrongeft poifons, is the obje&t of

his lateft refearches. Upon applying the Root bruifed,” when

full of fap, to the tip of his tongue for two minutes, it becarme,

as his Tranflator not unaptly exprefles it, firft unwieldy, then

rigid, and at laft benumbed, continuing for fix hours almoft

void of all fenfation. ' Dr. S.-applyed no remedy to it ; but the

Saliva flowing copioufly, the free exercife of the part returned 3

‘and its fenfation at laft (we are not told how long after) re-
turned alfo. From-an infufion of three grains of it in Auftrian

wine, he found no inconvenicyee, except a heat in the urinary

paflages
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paffages a few minutes after, which terminated in a large dif-
charge of paler urine than ufual. He bit the Root, after fteep-
ing it in ftrong vinegar {everal hours ; and rubbed it againft his
tongue and the roof of his mouth, which affe&ted him only
with a flight fenfation of heat and conftriGtion. But upon tak«
ing almoft half a grain,in {ubftance, after dinner, feveral vio-
lent {fymptoms (particularly a difficulty of urine) fucceeded, and
confined Dr. S. feverely for three days, he not fully recovering
until the fourth.

Two drachms of the Root being given to a middle-fized dog
he expired in lefs than twenty-four hours in great mifery and
violent convulfions, notwithftanding he had vomited up the
fixteen morfels into which it was divided, an hour and a half
after taking it. In the fpace of 13 hours he vomited fifty-fix
times, and evacuated forty times by ftool and urine. His fto-
mach was found gangrened in feveral parts, and every wherc
inflamed : there was fuch a violent contration of all the guts,
2s would fcarcely admit of a {mall probe ; and their membranes
[that is fuch of them as were not gangrened] were fo hard,
and nearly callous, that it was difficult to cut them with fciffars.
Neverthelefs, our Author’s confidence in the corre&ting power
of acids, induced him to make a vinegar of it, by infufing one

‘ounce fliced in a pint, for forty-eight hours. This vinegar he

afterwards further mitigated into an oxymel, by the addition of
two pounds of honey : and finding no bad effet from tafting,
nor even from fwallowing a little of it, he took one drachm-~

‘weight of it in a cup of tea ; whence in two hours, on a very

fudden and prefling call, he difcharged a large quantity of pale,
and almoft inodorous urine ; but then eat, and refted well at
night. He repeated the fame quantity on feven different days
(making but two intervals, of one day each) experiencing juft
the fame effeéts, and on the eighth, found himfelf in very good
health. This difpofed him to think it might be ufeful in drop-

‘fies.

OFf courfe, the firft cafe in which Dr. S. gaveit was hydropi-
cal. ‘The patient had been greatly relieved by rhubarb, and
other medicines : but his legs {till continuing oedematous, the
Dr. gave him, in the fpace of five days, twelve drachms of the
oxymel ; giving but two at twice the firft day, three on the
third, as many on the fourth, and four on the fifth, but never

_exceeding one drachm at once. At the end of nine days all

his fwellings difappeared ; he was purged with a drachm of
rhubarb, and was cured : fo that in this cafe this oxymel was
not quite folely relied on.

The fecond Patient, an old woman, afflicted feveral months
with
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with a violent cough, and an'expe@oration of green feetid Pus,
with her face violently puffed up ; after taking many other me-
dicines to no purpofe, took about thirty drachms of this oxy-
mel in nine or ten days, which difperfedall her fwellings, but
did not allay her nightly fever. It does not certainly appeat
how long this medicine was continued, but fhe died in the fifth
week, and we are told, her cure had never been' expetted,
Such defperate cafes, however, feem the moft proper for ha-
zarding medicines of this clafs and chara@er. The third cafe
- was juft fuch another in fuch a fubjet : fhe is faid to have been
greatly relieved the fecond day after taking this oxymel of
Colchicum ; all her fwellings decreafed on the third ; her pulfe,
. and even her appetite, was improved ; but fhe died on the fif-
teenth, and the Dr. affirms her diftemper was abated, and her
life lengthened [tho’ furely very little] by the Meadow Saffron.
This is what, he fays, ‘the phyfician muft be fatisfied with,
when the force of the diftemper is fuperior to their art and me-
dicines : and this is certain to be the cafe at laft, in fpight of
the higheft remedies and rankeft poifons. - It fhould feem how-
ever to be Dr, Storck’s opinion here, that this woman died only
for want of living long enough to be cured by the Colchicum
efpecially as we find in the next hiftory, a woman of fixty-two
years, cured of an Afcites and Anafarca, of four months ftand.
g, with a great difficulty of breathing, and a violent cough.
The whole quantity of this oxymel which fhe took, is not
clearly afcertained ; but on the fourth’ day fhe took eight
drachms, in four dofes, which are affirmed to have conquered
‘her diftemper. The fifth hydropical Patient feems to have been
cured in lefs than five weeks ; as all his fwellings are faid to
be difpelled, and his appetite and fleep to have returned. = The -
quantity given is uncertain ; but on the fifth day he took two
drachms four times, and is then faid to have di{charged dail
more. than twelve pints of urine. The fixth Patient was
phthifical, and had alfo a dropfy ; this laft difeafe was cured,
tho’ it feems ‘to very little purpofe, as the died in two months,
to which term he fuppofes the oxymel to have prolonged her
life. The right lobe of the, lungs was converted, we are told,
into Pus, and many black fpots were difcovered upon the Me-
.diaftinum, ;

A man of 50 years old had taken many medicines for an
Afcites, a dropfy of the belly, to no purpofe. Four drachins
of this oxymel in a day had fcarce any effect ; but eight made
him difcharge fo much’ urine, that in éleven days no fymptoms
of the dropfy remained. 'A woman of thirty years was cured
of a dropfy, which arofe on the cure of a tertian ague, of fix
months ftanding, and in two weeks, when fhe was difcharged

well
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well from the hofpital, where no other medicine had relieved
her. ‘The ninth cafe was a very fevere complication of a
jaundice and dropfy, attended with large difcharges of blood
from the mouth and the fundament. ‘We are told, the Meadow
Saffron performed wonders in this cafe, the fubject of which
was fent as incurable to the Pazmarian hofpital at Vienna. It
is clear, however, fhe was not fully cured, tho’ Dr. S. terms
it a cure, at the end of the cafe ; ‘a5, after mentioning the re-
turn of her appetite and ftrength, he immediately adds—Thele
circumftances -made us hope, that the would, in time, attain to
perfect health. The tenth cafe is a very uncommon one, being
a fwelling of the belly, thighs and legs, which were as hard as
wood, and prevented the Patient from either fitting, ftanding,

or bending her body. By the ufe of this oxymel, the difcharged

fo vaft a quantity of urine, thatin a fortnight her body was re=
duced to its natural fize and foftnefs. She is now out of bed,

‘moves her feet, and walks ; but the cure was incompleat at
the publication of the original Latin Treatife.

This Medicine failed to remove a flranguty, occafioned by
injecing a preparation of lead [its falt probably] to ftop a ve-
nereal running. But, contrary to its failure in fome of the
former cafes, it abated the Patient’s cough, and removed his
difficulty of breathing. This fact, or event, may be credited,

‘on our Author’s veracity, without our being certain, that this
. oxymel occafioned it. The 12th cafe is an incompleat cure of
“a cough, but an entire removal of a great and general oedema-

tous {welling, the Patient gaining ftrength when the original
was publithed. The thirteenth and laft cafe, feems to have
been an extraordinary cure of a woman, at the age of go, who
was brought in a kind of infenfible apoplectic ftate to the hof-

‘pital, with a rattling in her throat, a weak intermitting pulfe,

and a great noife when fhe coughed, as though it was occa-
fioned by fome moveable matter in her breaft. Her whole body
was monftroufly fwelled ; and her belly, being quite full of
water, was very protuberant and tenfe. ~She recovered entirely
in three weeks ; all her fwellings fubfided ; her ftrength was
pretty well recovered ; her couglhh was quite gone, and fhe eat
and flept well. ‘All this was effected folely by this oxymel ;
and baron Van Swieten is mentioned as a witnefs of this mofk
extraordinary cure. ;

 The conclufion of this little tract affirms, that feveral hydropie
patients, now in the hofpital, all experience the good cffeéts
‘of this remedy ; and fome of them are already almoft cured by
it. It draws a few corollaries from the feveral cafes, and more
.particularly afcertains the dofe and manner of giving it; Dr. S.
) averring;

T —
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averring, that he never knew any difadvantage enfue from
the exhibition of it ; and engaging, that he will certainly de-
clare it, whenever any does: There is a juft and pretty good
engraving of this Plant and it’s Root prefixed to the title-page;
and an exat botanical defcription of it occurs p. 5, of this tran-
flation. ~ As it is probably a native here, as well as in Ger-
many, we have been the more particular in relating its effelts,
which may poflibly difpofe curious practitioners to repeat fome
trials of it, 1n defperate hydropic cafes, where the moft potent,
tho’ fafe, hydragogues have failed. This will be efTayed on a
much more benign principle, than what inftigates the vinditive
Juno to fay—Flectere fi nequeo fuperos, acheronta moveto.

The Appendix very briefly relates feveral cafes, lately occur-
ing in Dr. §’s private practice, which have been cured by his
extract of Hemlock, citing many accounts to the fame effet
from his correfpondents ; and alfo informs us, that an account
of the cures performed by it in their hofpital will foon be pub-
lithed. It adds, that many experiments, made by different
phyficians, do now confirm what he had faid in his former effay
on the virtues of the Thorn-apple, Henbane, and Wolfsbane,
the lalt of which, he fays, merits the greateft commendation.

- And indeed we heartily wifh, that fome benevolent practitioners
would take the pains, for the expence is trifling, to try the ex-
trats of thefe plants, and of the Wolfsbane particularly ; as
pofibly fome of them might fucceed more generally with us
than the Hemlock has hitherto done. It is inconteftable how-

. ever, that many eminent phyficians on the continent, and par-

ticularly the-learned Dr. Tiflot, have fince given a very favour=
able opinion of the Cicuta, in {cirrhous and cancerous cafes.

A Differtation on the Oleum Palmz Chrifti, five Oleum Ricini,
commonly called the Coftor Qil; in which its Hiflory is illufirased,
its Properties and Virtues explained, and it: Ufes in bilious, calcu-
lousy and other Diforders, recommended. By Peter Canvane,
M. D. (of Bath) and Member of the College of Phyficiang
in London. 8vo, 1s. 6d. Vaillant, &c. :

Juft, and not inclegant engraving of this curious plant,
A which may be fcen in. moft good colleions of Exotics,
is prefixed to the title-page of this performance, and renders
that botanical defeription it commences with, le(s neceflary.
Dr, Canvane obferves, that the feeds, which have been called
Ricinus, from their firong refemblance to a full-fwoln Tick,

‘were ufed inftead of the Grana Knidia by Hippocrates; and
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