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Jean Martin Charcot vho is generally regarded as the father 

of clinical neurology was born in Paris in 1825. He began his medical 

traininsc at the University of Paris at the age of nineteen, taking his

A >
internship at the famous hospital of la Salpetriere. His entire medical 

career was denoted to practice, research and teaching both at la

A V
Salnetriere and at the University. Ultimately, he was the first to

I

hold the title of Professor of Diseases of the Nervous System - true 

recognition of neurology as a specialty iij its own right.

Early in his medical career he concerned himself chiefly with 

nroblems of internal medicine. He differentiated gout from rheumatism,
i

made studies on the heart, lungs and kidneys, even publishing a book on
i

old age which foreshadowed geriatrics. I

Charcot's interest eventually settled on the study of diseases 

of the nervous system, during the eight year period from 1862 to 18T0- 

he accurately classified many unknown diseases of the nervous system. He 

gave the first accurate description of multiple sclerosis and differen­

tiated poliomyelitis from similar diseases in which the muscles atrophy. 

Before him no clinician could unequivocally reorganize a given neuro­

logical disease in a living person, although the presence of such disease 

entities had been established by postmortem studies. Charcot was es­

pecially skilled at relating observable clinical signs and symptoms to 

the underlying neurological damage visible in a postmortem examination.

He was likewise skilled at differentiating each syndrome from closely re­

lated disorders. He succeeded so well in correlating each clinical 

■picture with the observable nostmortem lesion that he is credited with 

the establishing of the clinical-anatomical method.
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Althoufrh austere and reserved in manner, Charcot became a famous 

teacher. He vas able to teach his diarnostic skills to his punils by 

examirinp natients in their presence. His objective vas "to teach and to 

convince," and he was the first to use projection material in medical 

teaching. Among his more famous purils were Sigmund Freud and Pierre Janet,

The final phase of Charcot's career was devoted to the study of 

hysteria and the use of hypnosis. There has been much criticism of his 

work with hypnosis, but it was his work that made the study of hypnosis 

resnectable. And as Freud said it was Charcot who proved that hysteria 

was not limited to the female.

In addition to all his other talent, Charcot was a fine artist 

and drew many of his own illustrations. He also collected art that 

accurately portrayed neurological symptoms and published two fine books 

on this subject.

He was married and the father of a daughter and a son. The latter 

who trained as a physician became a famous Polar explorer. International 

recognition came to Charcot during his lifetime, and his death in 1893 was 

mourned in medical circles throughout the world.
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