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T T may be taken for granted that fcvy 
American physicians or surgeons 
have traveled as w idely or gained  
the friendship of as many men of 

<n.8tinctlon in various professions as Dr. 
White. Ue possessed In a remarkable 
degree the esteem  and confidence of men 
of repute on both sides of the Atlantic. 
When he w as 2t years of age he went 
with an exploring party under Professor 
Agassiz in the South A tlantic waters, 
having bee«i offered a berth a s  hydro- 
graphic draughtsman. The trip was 
made under the auspices o f  the United 
States Uoast Survey and in a small 
steam er. Young W hite secured from 

Invosti- thf. Xew York Herald a com mission a: 
(liicstion I ftpeclai correspondent wdth a space rate 

|d  n o tliin g jo f $2o a colum n, double the usual rate
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at that time for such matter. Many years 
later Pr. W hite spoke fee lin g ly  at the 
H arvard Club o f the lurid headlines 
w hich had caused him to suffer anguish  
In the  d ays o f  tha t experience. It is 
noted in th is  record th a t A gassi*  w a i  
'very re lig io u s” but w ould dredge seven  

d ays in the w eek , d eem in g  It a w ork of 
n ecessity ; o thers in the p arty  w ere ex ­
pected to do th e  sam e. W c are told  
that W h ite  w orked  s te a d ily  and “tried  

exclude] hard to sh are  A g a ss iz ’s w ild  d e lig h t  
we m u st] when, off the coast o f Patagonia  they  
a super-1 ca u g h t som e uncom m only  l it t le  fishes  

 ̂w'hich could sw im  head first or ta il first, 
'as ‘a  m a tte r  o f  in d ifferen ce’ .” T he  
au th or h a s in form ed  u s th a t th ere  w a s  
on ce a  fo lio  v o lu m e w r itte n  o n  a  s in g le  
im p erfec t specim en  o f th e se  fish and 
th a t th e  P ro fesso r ’s p lea su re  w a s  w ith ­
ou t bounds.

An interesting but not edifying glimpse 
of surgical practice in the hospitals of j 
Berlin w as gained by Dr. W hite in ISOO 
under the escort o f so distinguished a prac­
titioner as Sir Joseph Lister. He w it­
nessed, a t the hands of Dr. Von Bergman, 
holder of the m ost important surgical 
practice in the German empire at that 
time, a dem onstration in the Royal Clinic 
of his m ethods of dressing wounds. Dr. 
W hite wrote: “The scars were ugly, p ig ­
mented, and Irritable; the dressings stank. 
Pus ran out o f the wounds. I have helped 
Agnew with hundreds o f these cases and i 
have operated on dozens of them and 11 
can truthfu lly  say that we have never had 
such wretched resu lts,” Dr. W hite left i 
the clin ic disgusted with this glimpse of 
German surgery and L ister expressed him ­
se lf w holly in accord with his companion’s 
views. Unlike m any (and perhaps most) 
other professional men of distinction. Dr, 
W hite did not greatly  enjoy rough life in 
the great out-of-doors. In the sum m er of 
1804, w ith Mrs. W hite, he spent three 
m onths in a hunter’s camp in the Rocky 
m ountains. A s the biographer describes 
it Dr. and Mrs. W hite “forswore civ iliza ­
tion for three m onths and fled to the w il­
derness w ith a train of five saddle horses, 
eleven pack horses, two admirable guides 
and a  bad cook.” W e learn that the doc­
tor’s diary revealed "not so m uch enjoy­
m ent as a heroic determ ination to enjoy.” 
And it appears that Mrs. W hite w as “the 
better woodsm an of the tw o.” A signifi­
cant statem ent o f the biographer in this 
connection is tha t Dr. W hite “never re­
gretted the experience and never  
peated it.”

to work in the Allied ranks and wrote 
to Dr. (now Sir W illiam) Osier and to 
the i '̂rench ambassador proffering his 
services. Meanwhile he was busy collect- 1  

iiig funds for the Louvain professors 
after the destruction of their University 
and their homes. He raised five thou­
sand dollars with ease and rapidity. At 
about this time he received an honorary 
fellowship In the American College of 
■Surgeons; at t)je sam e time lie wa‘j 
working hal’d on a Primer of the Wa.- 
fur Americans and still harder to raise 
money and supplies for the American 
Ambulance Hospital In Paris. The 
Primer w ent through three editions and 
was translated into five languages by a 
committee of the British Foreign office 
In June Dr. W hite sailed w ith the sur­
geons, physicians' and nurses chosen 
from the staff of the U niversity of Penn­
sylvania to take charge of the 180 bein. 
consigned to their care in the America:) 
Ambulance H ospital in Paris. The ilcaMi I 
of Henry .lames In February. 1010, led 
to a renewed attack upon him on the 
score o f Iiis renunciation o f  American 
citizenship. Dr. W hite came to his 
friend’s defence in a newspaper letter 
affirming Jam es's loyalty  to the Ideals 
of this country. At this time IVhite 
knew w ell that h is  earthly end w as near 
and his last few  days were shadowed 
by what he considered rank injustice  
to one o f  h is dear friends. He died In 
the late spring o f  1916. He had held for 
twelve years the John Rhea Barton 
Chair of Surgery in the U niversity of 
Pea’nsylvania, had made Important con- 
tr liu tio n s to the literature of surgery  
and wa>^,,sn aultj^Q^lty Ixj h is chosen field.
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T he fr ien d sh ip s w*hich Dr. W h ite  
form ed  in h is  a c t iv e  career w ere  m any  
and included  m en and w om en o f re ­
now n. A few  m ay be m en tion ed , a s In­
d ica tin g  h is varied  in te r e sts  and e x ten d ­
ed field o f  a c tiv ity . ThQ l is t  ineJ-udes 
C harles F ra n cis  A dam s, A g a ssiz , Q ueen  
A lexan d ra , H. H. A squ ith , A n th on y  H ope,


