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T may be taken for granted that fcvy
American physicians or surgeons
have traveled as widely or gained
the friendship of as many men of
<n.8tinctlon in various professions as Dr.
White. Ue possessed In a remarkable
degree the esteem and confidence of men
of repute on both sides of the Atlantic.
When he was 2t years of age he went
with an exploring party under Professor
Agassiz in the South Atlantic waters,
having bee«i offered a berth as hydro-
graphic draughtsman. The trip was
made under the auspices of the United
States Uoast Survey and in a small
Lt problem steamer. Young White secured from
Invosti- thf. Xew York Herald a commission a:
(liicstion I ftpeclai correspondent wdth a space rate
rj notliingjof $20 a column, double the usual rate
rifled will

for and
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at that time for such matter. Many years
regarding j later Pr. White spoke feelingly at the
be true, Harvard Club of the Ilurid headlines
they must which had caused him to suffer anguish
ronsidera- In the days of that experience. It is
flon is an noted in this record that Agassi* wai
and veri- ‘'very religious” but would dredge seven
[testimony days in the week, deeming It a work of
of cross necessity; others in the party were ex-
fages im- pected to do the same. Wc are told
proving that White worked steadily and “tried
exclude] hard to share Agassiz’s wild delight
we must] when, off the coast of Patagonia they
a super-1 caught some uncommonly little fishes
Aw'hich could swim head first or tail first,
‘as ‘a matter of indifference’.” The
author has informed us that there was
once a folio volume written on a single
imperfect specimen of these fish and
that the Professor’s pleasure was with-

out bounds.
An interesting but not edifying glimpse
of surgical practice in the hospitals of|
Berlin was gained by Dr. White in ISOO
under the escort of so distinguished a prac-
titioner as Sir Joseph Lister. He wit-

mental pessed, at the hands of Dr. Von Bergman,
nee of poider of the most important surgical
laccom- ,ractice in the German empire at that
Ing In- {ime a demonstration in the Royal Clinic

lleclares of hijs methods of dressing wounds. Dr.
pee. The \white wrote: “The scars were ugly, pig-

of the mented, and Irritable; the dressings stank.
natui  pys ran out of the wounds. | have helped
nd the agnew with hundreds of these cases and i
t_hmks, have operated on dozens of them and 11
i(l:elsgsn?nr can truthfully say that we have never had
: such wretched results,” Dr. White lefti
%Llftej:tilaoln the clinic disgusted with this glimpse of
satisf)} German surgery and Li_ster gxpressed him-
1 frag self wholly in accord with his companion’s
ind the Vviews. Unlike many (and perhaps most)

5 about other professional men of distinction. Dr,
proce.sH W hite did not greatly enjoy rough life in
Hies of the great out-of-doors. In the summer of
brms of 1804, with Mrs. White, he spent three
months in a hunter’s camp in the Rocky
urvival Mmountains. As the biographer describes
o =« it Dr. and Mrs. White “forswore civiliza-
is not tion for three months and fled to the wil-
this is derness with a train of five saddle horses,
facts eleven pack horses, two admirable guides
A after and a bad cook.” We learn that the doc-
those tor’s diary revealed '"not so much enjoy-
jiorn to mMent as a heroic determination to enjoy.”
And it appears that Mrs. White was “the
better woodsman of the two.” A signifi-
2xami- cant statement of the biographer in this
ing in connection is that Dr. White “never re-
burden 9dretted the experience and never
eptic.” peated it.”
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The friendships w*hich Dr. White
formed in his active career were many
book]and included men and women of re-
such nown. A _few may _be mentioned, as In-
d pe. dicating his varied interests and extend-
what- ed field of activity. ThQ list ineJ-udes
finced Charles Francis Adam_s, Agassiz, Queen
1 ac Alexandra, H. H. Asquith, Anthony Hope,

to Dr.
the
services.
ilig funds for the Louvain professors
after the destruction of their University
and their homes.
A biography by sand dollars with ease and rapidity. At
about this time he received an honorary
fellowship
1Surgeons;
working hald on a Primer of the Wa.-

(now Sir William) Osier and to
iNrench ambassador proffering his
Meanwhile he was busy collect.:

He raised five thou-

In the American College of
at t)je same time lie waj

fur Americans and still harder to raise
money and supplies for the American
Ambulance Hospital In Paris. The
Primer went through three editions and
was translated into five languages by a
committee of the British Foreign office
In June Dr. White sailed with the sur-
geons, physicians' and nurses chosen
from the staff of the University of Penn-
sylvania to take charge of the 180 bein.
consigned to their care in the America:)
Ambulance Hospital in Paris. The ilcaMi |
of Henry .lames In February. 1010, led
to a renewed attack upon him on the
score of liis renunciation of American
citizenship.  Dr. White came to his
friend’s defence in a newspaper letter
affirming James's loyalty to the Ideals
of this country. At this time IVhite
knew well that his earthly end was near
and his last few days were shadowed
by what he considered rank injustice
to one of his dear friends. He died In
the late spring of 1916. He had held for
twelve years the John Rhea Barton
Chair of Surgery in the University of
Peansylvania, had made Important con-
trliutions to the literature of surgery
and wa>",sn aultj*Q"lty I his chosen field.



